636

Now, here at home, we’re working to en-
sure that our poorest citizens get the food
they need. Since 2001, the administration, in
working with Congress, has increased fund-
ing for nutrition assistance programs by 76
percent. We've adjusted food stamp benefits
annually to cover price increases at the
checkout counter. And last month, the Agri-
culture Department made available an addi-
tional $150 million to respond to the food
needs of those who depend on WIC, the Spe-
cial Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants and Children. With this new
funding, we will have increased our support
for WIC by 18.6 percent this year.

The American people are generous peo-
ple, and they’re compassionate people. We
believe in the timeless truth, to whom much
is given, much is expected. And so therefore,
at home we will work to ensure that the
neediest among us can cope with the rising
food prices. And with the new international
funding I'm announcing today, we're sending
a clear message to the world that America
will lead the fight against hunger for years
to come.

Thank you very much for your interest.
God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:13 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House.

Statement on the Situation in Burma
May 1, 2008

The people of Burma have long awaited
the opportunity to live in a true democracy.
The referendum vote scheduled for May 10,
2008, could have been that opportunity.
However, Than Shwe and his regime are en-
suring that the referendum vote will be on
a dangerously flawed Constitution and will
not be free, fair, or credible. They continue
to ignore calls from the Burmese people and
the international community for a genuine
process that could result in a legitimate Con-
stitution reflecting the will of the people, and
they continue to carry out a campaign to in-
timidate voters and to arrest those who dare
speak out against the flaws of the referendum
and draft Constitution.

The regime has not acted on any of the
measures called for by the United Nations
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Security Council and does not cooperate with
Special Adviser Ibrahim Gambari. We have
called for the early release of all political pris-
oners; implementation of measures to ad-
dress the political, economic, humanitarian,
and human rights issues that are of concern;
and the creation of necessary conditions for
a genuine dialog with Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi and all concerned parties and ethnic
groups in order to achieve an inclusive na-
tional reconciliation. Furthermore, the re-
gime has refused offers from Mr. Gambari
to provide technical assistance or inter-
national monitors for the pending ref-
erendum.

Laura and I are committed to work for
the people of Burma and help in their strug-
gle to free themselves from the regime’s tyr-
anny. I have signed a new Executive order
that will block all property and interests in
property of designated individuals and enti-
ties determined to be owned or controlled
by, directly or indirectly, the Government of
Burma or an official or officials of the Gov-
ernment of Burma. This Executive order ex-
pands existing authorities that allow the
United States Government to target those
who are responsible for supporting, empow-
ering, and enriching the Burmese regime—
a regime that exploits and oppresses the peo-
ple of Burma.

The United States will continue to pres-
sure Burma’s rulers until they respond to the
legitimate calls of the Burmese people for
a genuine dialog leading to a democratic
transition.

NOTE: The statement referred to Senior Gen.
Than Shwe, Chairman, State Peace and Develop-
ment Council of Burma; United Nations Special
Envoy for Myanmar Ibrahim Gambari; and Aung
San Suu Kyi, leader of the National League for
Democracy in Burma.

Statement on World Press Freedom
Day

May 1, 2008

May 3 marks World Press Freedom Day.
Just and open societies protect and rely on
the freedom of the press. That freedom is
enshrined in the first amendment to the



